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Website & Facebook

 Website: https://healthyteeth.us/

❖ Meeting agendas, minutes, Power Points, Surveys, 

relevant news are posted on Website under “K-12 

Committee” tab.

 Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/Healthy-Teeth-for-a-

Lifetime-103720055147942

https://healthyteeth.us/
https://www.facebook.com/Healthy-Teeth-for-a-Lifetime-103720055147942


Of interest…

 CCO Oregon Conference (Oct. 4, 2021): Alyssa Franzen, 

Chief Dental Officer at CareOregon, served on a 5-

member panel and kept oral health on the front page.

 State of Reform Conference (Oct. 26, 2021):

Presenters supporting oral health:

o Matt Sinnott (Willamette Dental): “Value-based payments 

set up by the CCO system will become so normalized that 

private payers will begin to pay for them.” (prevention)

o Tom Holt (Oregon Community Foundation; The Holt 

Company): Bring in oral health as the third leg of the stool; 

“Preventive care makes life fair.”

o Representative Raquel Moore-Green: “Kids cannot 

function if they have tooth pain.  We need prevention in 

schools.”

o Senator Dick Anderson: “We need to work on the 

reimbursement for these new models (i.e., Dental Health 

Aide Therapists) so that they are attractive to health care 

workers.” 



Of interest (cont.)

 Willamette Dental 

o Donated $1 million to PCC to provide scholarships for 
dental assisting students.

o Partnered with Pacific University in 2020 to start training 
Dental Health Aide Therapists.  In 2021, the legislature 
passed a bill allowing DHATs to practice in Oregon.  7 
therapists are in the first cohort; 10 new students started in 
August 2021.

 Oregon was one of six states that showed above-
average health care performance for all the racial 
and ethnic groups for which data was available (U.S. 
health equity scorecard, The Commonwealth Fund, 
Nov. 18).



Update on COVID

 Understanding breakthrough infections

 Anti-viral pills against COVID

 New variant Omicron

 Vaccination status

 Vaccine mandate and its effect

 Expectations for the future



Understanding Breakthrough 

Infections*
 Fully vaccinated people remain at risk for SARS-CoV-2 

infections. For example, 35% of the 519 patients 

hospitalized with COVID-19 in Massachusetts had been 

fully vaccinated.  % higher among immuno-compromised.

 Fully vaccinated people with breakthrough infections had 

similar viral loads, but the viral loads declined more rapidly 

(2/3rds less likely to infect others).

 Fully vaccinated people were 2/3rds less likely to be 

asymptomatic carriers.

 Vaccinated people with breakthrough infections were: 

 Less likely to develop symptoms 

 Less likely to develop severe symptoms 

 More likely to recover from their illness quickly

 Much less likely to require hospitalization

*Journal of the American Medical Association 11-4-2021



New antiviral pills for COVID 

 Antiviral drugs are to be given early during a COVID 

infection.

 The pharmaceutical company Merck said on 

11/26/2021that in a final analysis of a clinical trial, its 

antiviral pill [Molnupiravir] reduced the risk of 

hospitalization and death among high-risk Covid 

patients by 30%, down from an earlier estimate of 50%.  

Concerns about genetic interference and so will not 

use on pregnant women.

 Paxlovid is being tested by Pfizer.

 Wealthy countries are already placing large orders for 

the pills - limiting supplies for lower-income countries.



New Omicron variant
 Variant detected Nov. 25 by scientists in South Africa.

 Variants are named after the Greek alphabet (Alpha, 

Beta, etc.).

 The next letter in line in the Greek alphabet was “nu”, 

but the WHO said it would be confusing to the public 

because that letter sounds no different from the 

English word “new.”

 The following letter would have been “xi” but the WHO 

likely wanted to avoid offending the Chinese Premier 

Xi Jinping with that name. It noted “xi” is a common 

surname.

 Omicron was next.

 New Variant of Concern (3 minutes): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y81yroAp-bI

 Dr. Fauci (2 minutes): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oONilufBOE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y81yroAp-bI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oONilufBOE


Nov. 28, 2021

Nov. 30, 2021

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/health/

Nov. 25, 2021:Variant detected by scientists in South Africa

Nov. 26, 2021: WHO names Omicron a variant of concern

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/health/


Dec. 2, 2021



Worldwide issue

 Vaccines must be available worldwide.

 When a country discovers a new variant, other 

countries should move to provide resources to contain 

the infection.  

 Restrictions (such as shutting down travel) may  

prevent the countries initially discovering a new 

variant from sharing information.  Usually, by the time a 

new variant is discovered, it has already spread.

 “We can’t leave people behind. The virus will catch 

up with us regardless of where you are, regardless of 

what country you’re located in. You may be fully 

vaccinated, you may have had your booster, but 

you’re not that disconnected from the person who 

lives in a country where only 2 percent of the 

population is vaccinated, and who doesn’t have 

access to any of the treatments.” (Titanji, The Atlantic)



What to do

 Ventilate spaces

 Use masks 

 Test if you have symptoms 

 Isolate if positive 

 Get vaccinated 

 Get boosted



Fully Vaccinated Worldwide



Fully vaccinated (by state)

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/covid-19-

vaccine-doses.html

“All ages” includes those not yet eligible.

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/covid-19-vaccine-doses.html


Vaccinations in Oregon

Baker



Vaccine Mandate

 August 19, 2021, Governor Brown announced 
healthcare workers and all teachers, educators, 
support staff, and volunteers in K-12 schools would 
need to be fully vaccinated by October 18, 2021.

 October 12, 2021: 42 plaintiffs, who are healthcare 
providers and staff, teachers, school staff and 
volunteers, and a state agency worker, sued [against] 
Oregon requiring vaccination as a condition of 
employment. 

 November 3, 2021*: U.S. District Court Judge Michael 
Simon ruled against the plaintiffs, saying that their 
interests in remaining unvaccinated did not outweigh 
Oregon’s interest in public health.

*www.natlawreview.com



Effect of Vaccine Mandate

 Lake County1

o Has the state’s lowest adult vaccination rate, 43%

o 58% of the employees of the Lake Health District were vaccinated, 
as of the Oct. 18 deadline  

o All but four of the Lake Health District’s unvaccinated employees 
requested and received religious or medical exemptions to the 
vaccine

 Oregon Department of Corrections2

o 67% of staff are vaccinated

o 19% received a religious exemption

o Extension given until Nov. 30

 Other3

o Legacy Health: 3.5% unvaccinated and terminated

o OHSU: 1.1% unvaccinated and terminated

o Salem Health: <1% unvaccinated and terminated

o PeaceHealth: 4.8% unvaccinated and on unpaid leave

o Kaiser extended mandate to November 30

o Providence: <1% unvaccinated and on leave

1 OPB, 10/18/21
2 Pamplin, 10/20/21 
3 OregonLive, 10/21/21



Children ages 0 to 5

 FDA: “As we get down to younger children, the 

benefit-risk gets to be even more of a careful 

consideration, because the youngest children are 

affected the least directly in terms of severe Covid-19.  

We want to have robust safety data sets.“

 Expect a vaccine in early 2022.



Will we have an annual 

COVID vaccine, like the flu?

 “The reason a different flu vaccine is developed every 

year is because the flu itself is different every year. By 

contrast, the reason the FDA approved a COVID-19 

booster is not because the virus has changed, but 

because immunity is waning. So, for the moment, 

there’s no reason to think annual COVID-19 

vaccination will necessarily become routine. At the 

same time, we don’t really know.”

(Alessandro Sette, professor at the Center for Infectious 

Disease and Vaccine Research at the La Jolla Institute of 

Immunology, 11/21/21)



OHA Update

 Karen Phillips



Survey Discussion


