
OrOHC K-12
3-5-2021 Quarterly meeting



Agenda



How’s it going?

 School program start dates?  This school year?  
Next?

 How has communication with the schools or 
parents been?

 Effect on staff, staffing?

 Is there something your program has been able 
to work on because you haven’t spent time in 
the schools?  (i.e., has something good come 
out of COVID?



Minutes 12-4-2020

Minutes 12-4-2020



Dashboard



Brief look at new website

 OROHC K-12 website: https://healthyteeth.us/

https://healthyteeth.us/k-12-committee/


Update of COVID-19
 Published Feb. 26, 2021 Transmission of COVID in 6 

elementary schools

o There existed an increase in community cases. 

o Transmission was from educator-to-educator, from 
educator-to-student, from student-to-student, and to 
household members.

o Recommendation was for universal and correct mask 
use and physical distancing, especially in staff rooms 
and eating areas, even after educators are 
vaccinated.

 Feb. 27, 2021: 3rd vaccine approved in the U.S.

o Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine (Janssen is a 
pharmaceutical company in Belgium owned by 
Johnson & Johnson) 

o Single dose

o Stored at 36-46 degrees F, or 47-77 degrees F for up to 
12 hours; 6 hours after puncture.

o 66% effective (vs. Pfizer and Moderna at 95%), but 
testing included a more diverse, multi-country 
population.

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7008e4.htm?s_cid=mm7008e4_x


Oregon School Operating Status
(Interactive Map)

CDL: Comprehensive Distance Learning

https://public.tableau.com/profile/oregon.health.authority.covid.19#!/vizhome/OregonSchoolsReopeningStatus/SchoolReopeningMap


Legislative Update - National
Legislative Update – National

 2-11-2021: Laura McKeane set up meetings with U.S. legislators/staff 

o House: Bentz, Bonamici, DeFazio, Blumenhauer
o Senate: Merkle, Wyden, Senate Finance Committee

 Oral Health Progress and Equity Network (OPEN): 3 “asks”

1. Integrate dental coverage into Medicare Part B - est. $63.7 billion 
dollars in savings when perio treatment included for people with 
diabetes, heart disease, etc. 

2. Preserve dental coverage for people who rely on Medicaid.

3. Appropriate an additional $17.5 million (for a total of $36.5 million) 
to the CDC Division of Oral Health to support an oral health 
program in all 50 states. (Currently, 20 states are funded; average 
$370,000 per year for up to 5 years). 

 Note:  Representative Cliff Bentz asked if the state was supporting oral 
health education.  We said, “difficult to measure outcomes.”  He said 
(paraphrase), “I don’t care if you can’t measure it.  We all know 
education works!”



Legislative Update - Oregon

 Amy Umphlett, MPH, Operations & Policy Analyst, 

Team Lead Oral Health Program



Oregon House Bill (HB) 2969

 “As an integral part of the health education 

curriculum for students in kindergarten through 

grade 12, each school district must provide age-

appropriate instruction in oral health.” Section 1 of 

this 2021 Act becomes operative on July 1, 2025.

 “The board shall consult with: (A) Dental health 

professionals who have experience working in 

public health and with children; and (B) The dental 

director appointed by the Oregon Health Authority, 

or the director’s designee.”

 “The Oregon Health Authority may not reduce a 

global budget or deny reimbursement for the costs 

claimed by a coordinated care organization to 

provide care coordination or other social services 

relating to improving access for students to school-

based oral health services.”

https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2021R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2969


Maternity Teeth for Two (pregnant women and babies) is an integration initiative 
developed to improve the oral health of Oregon’s pregnant women and their children by 
educating prenatal primary care physicians and caregivers.
Measurement:  Number of people trained 

First Tooth (ages 0 -3 years) offers a no-cost training for dental and medical organizations. 
The training is also available to WIC programs, Head Start programs, and other community 
groups that have a vested interest in the oral health of young children.
Measurement:  Number of people trained; integration guide; ongoing support 

Oregon Community Foundation (0-6 years) is using an NIH grant to develop a program 
using educational media (video and mobile app) for parents of young children for use in 
parenting classes, such as Head Starts and EHS, and through the Oregon Parenting 
Education Collaborative Hubs across the state.  The second stage of the grant includes a 
clinical trial to measure evidence-based outcomes of their educational models. Eventually, 
the program will grow to serve people across the lifespan (including the K-12 population).
Measurement: Outcomes from clinical trial

ADA Smile Smarts! Dental Health Curriculum for Teachers (PK – 8th grade) is a dental 
health curriculum offering flexible, modular lesson plans, support materials, hands-on 
classroom demonstrations, student activity sheets, and suggestions for future dental 
health activities.  
Measurement: Learning modules include “Goals”

HKOP Learning Lab (K-12) focuses on helping students understand the “how” and “why” 
of dental care through an interactive Dental Learning Lab, where children engage in age-
appropriate, hands-on activities.  
Measurement: Melissa Garza-Schmidt will now share the HKOP model.

https://www.orohc.org/maternity
https://www.orohc.org/first-tooth
https://www.mouthhealthy.org/en/resources/lesson-plans/smile-smarts
https://www.mercygiving.org/hkop.html


Healthy Kids Outreach 

Program

 Melissa Garza-Schmidt


