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Responses to request for input

1. Are you still interested in the proceedings of these meetings? 

 11 out of 11 participants responded “Yes”

2. What would provide more value for you at these meetings (e.g., 
speakers with special expertise, more data, etc.)?

 “For me, speakers wouldn't necessarily add value, it is the 
experience of the group and solving problems together that is the 
benefit of a group like this.” 

 “Boots on the ground speakers - i.e., people in the field versus 
researchers or policy makers.” 

 “Examples of successful models or best practices.” 

 “I always love seeing the data. This informs decisions and direction 
of the programs.” 

3. Would you like more frequent emails from us to keep you 
up with current events?

 Some said “Yes”; some said “No.” (Email lists adjusted accordingly)
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What we know so far…
 Children <18 years are1: 

• 7% of reported COVID cases (children = 22% of U.S. 

population)

• <1% of deaths reported as due to COVID

• 1% of hospitalizations reported as due to COVID

 Incubation period of 2-14 days (children and adults)2

 45% of children with COVID do not have symptoms3

 Children <10 years have significantly lower susceptibility 

to infection and seem to transmit less (research mixed).1 

 Children 10-20 years: Some say susceptibility less than 

adults; some say similar to adults (research mixed).1 

 Children <5 years have significantly higher viral loads, 

which indicates a potential for higher transmission.4

(The data on children is limited, as children have been tested less 

often than adults.  As schools reopen, more data will be available.)
1 Michaud J, Kates J (July 29, 2020). Kaiser Family Foundation. 
2 CDC. (August 14, 2020). Information for Pediatric HCPs
3 Poline J, et al. (July 25, 2020) (N=438; Average age 6 years)
4 Heald-Sargent T, et al. (July 30, 2020). JAMA.



Value of testing

 The percent positive is the percentage of all coronavirus 
tests performed that are positive.

 The World Health Organization recommended in May 
that the percent positive remain below 5% for at least two 
weeks before governments consider reopening.

 When there is not enough testing in an area, people who 
are infected with the coronavirus don’t know to isolate 
themselves. 

 For testing to work, people need to get test results quickly, 
so they can isolate themselves immediately.

 The countries that have low percent positive have 
controlled the spread of the virus through active 
mitigation (social distancing, masks, hand-washing) and 
adequate testing (resulting in immediate isolation).  This is 
not herd immunity.

 Herd immunity will only come when there is a mass 
vaccination.



Worldwide: COVID Data and 

School Reopenings

 Our World in Data - Interactive data charts (current): 

https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus

 School re-openings (July 13; 3 minutes):

https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2020/07/13/thaila

nd-hong-kong-uruguay-school-reopening-ripley-pkg-

intl-hnk-vpx.cnn

 Another video (August 26; 4 minutes)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=klK2H1YRIFY

https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2020/07/13/thailand-hong-kong-uruguay-school-reopening-ripley-pkg-intl-hnk-vpx.cnn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=klK2H1YRIFY


Where U.S. schools are reopening

Source (September 3, 2020): https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2020/health/coronavirus-schools-

reopening/



School reopenings in Oregon

 State and county metrics must be met
 Reopening criteria govstatus.egov.com

o State metrics have been met

o Several counties have met the county metrics for K-3 to return 

to school

o Some counties have met the county metrics for K-12 to return 

to school

 To find the number of COVID cases per 100,00 people 

in your county in the past 7 days: 

https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19

govstatus.egov.com
https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19


OR: 4.4%

https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19

https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19


 Karen Phillips – Oregon Health Authority (OHA) Update


